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e n v i s i o n 

What are designers looking for? 

1st Priority:  Sexy 

2nd Priority: Meets 

sustainable criteria  

3rd Priority: Durable 

4th Priority: Affordable 

 

Results of a survey of 

HOK designers 

 

 

KEY PRIORITY: to get 

the job done. 



Firm strategies for green product selection 

Reactive 

 Revert to tried-and-true 

 Revert to LEED only 

 Toss green product 

questionnaires 

 

 

Proactive 

 Train staff 

 Share knowledge 

 Screen the materials library 

 Create a ‘red list for specs - 

            and a green list! 

 Use buying power 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GreenSpec 

What it is NOT: 

Certification 

Referenced Standard 

Testing Agency 

 

What it IS: 

Trusted Mark of Approval 

Screened Product Database 

Guide to Product Sectors 
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GreenSpec decision process 

+ Critical Assessment 

  

Flexible 
 “life-cycle thinking” 
 and life-cycle analysis  
 

Hard thresholds  
where appropriate  
 and available 
 

Judgment calls  

 frequently necessary  

 



Focus on what really matters 

To reduce environmental 

impact focus on: 

Mechanical, Plumbing, 

Electrical Systems 

Efficient operation 

Enclosure Effective moisture and thermal 

protection 

Massive, Structural Embodied impact 

 

Interior Finish,  

Non-structural Materials 

Indoor emissions 

Embodied impact 



Focus on chemicals varies by product 

How much to pay  

attention to chemicals? 

Mechanical, Plumbing, 

Electrical Systems Sector has other top 

priorities. Focus on chemical 

concerns raised at sector 

level, and check MSDS of 

simple products.  

Enclosure 

Massive, Structural 

Interior Finish,  

Non-structural Materials 

Chemicals and emissions 

are top priority. Check MSDS 

and ask about red-list 

constituents.  



GreenSpec process in action 

Product Chemical Info 
 

MSDS 

Answers on additives, 

binders... 

Redlist questionnaire 
 

Product LIMBO 
low-priority product with uncertainty about a 

constituent, not enough time or info to clarify, 

and insufficient understanding of alternatives.  

Contextual Relevance 
 

Redlists + PBT profiler 

GreenScreen + EU 
Sector’s lifecycle concerns 

Availability of alternatives 
 

Possible Outcomes 
 

Present easy alternatives 

Accept mixed-bag products 

Make a statement 

 

always highlight ‘stretch’ 

alternatives 
 



Building Wire and Cable 

Issue:  

Halogenated flame retardants 

ubiquitous 

Context:  

No alternatives  

No other differentiating factors 

Decision:  

Make a statement –  

No halogenated wire in GS  

 

 

 

Electrical and data cable 

SMED Access Floor 



Green Alternative: Electec EZ Wire 

 Manufactured  
wiring systems 

 RoHS compliant  

 “Low-smoke,  
zero halogen” 

 Reusable  

Wiring a ballast 



Commercial Carpet 

Issue:  

Fluorochemicals ubiquitous  

for stain resistance 

Context:  

No alternatives 

Many other differentiating factors 

 

Decision:  

Include, with caution on  

fluorochemicals 

(list NSF-140 platinum carpet) 

 

 



Greener Alternatives? 

 

 Invista Antron carpet 

– In EU available without 

fluorocarbons? 

– In US, can’t call it Antron  

without fluorocarbons 

 

 GreenShield 

– Micro/nano fluoro 

– Bonds with surface 



Polystyrene Insulation 

Issue:  

HBCD flame retardant  

Benzene chemistry, etc. 

Context:  

Energy efficiency key 

Reasonable alternatives? 

Decision:   

Delist polystyrene  

List alternatives… 

 

… “When we can do so without 

sacrificing energy performance”… 

 

 

 

 



BuildingGreen, LLC 

Greener Alternative: Rigid Mineral Wool 

Positive attributes 

 No flame retardant 

 Totally fire-safe 

 Inert 

 Superb drainage 
below-grade  

 Termite resistant 

 Recycled content 

 Contains phenolic 
binder, but very low 
emissions 

 

Rockwool International 

Several Manufacturers 

 Roxul  

 Thermafiber 

 Fibrex 



‘Greener’ up for debate… 



What do we really want? 



“Angel” Products 

 

O Ecotextiles Fabrics 

 Premium line of organic textiles 

 Careful attention to toxicity  

(in growing and processing) 

 Company discourages 

potentially toxic finishes 

 Focus on social justice, 

including living wage 

 

Certified linens and hemp 
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“Angel” Constituents 

 All constituents disclosed 

Constituents tested safe 

Understood and/or long history of use 

 

 

Finding angels –  

 

GreenScreen Benchmark 4 “Safer”… 

 

BASTA certified “Free of listed hazards” 

30,997 products – but in Sweden 

 

C2C – but  not transparent 

Not always free of listed hazard (by level) 

 

LISTED  

UN- 
TESTED  



Comprehensive verified info 

 Life cycle analysis (LCA) 

 Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) 

 Pharos (info mapped to end-goal) 

 3rd party multi-attribute certifications 

 (helpful if transparent) 

 

 



Better guidelines 

 Life cycle comparisons 

 Sector benchmarks 

 One chemical database 

 Proactive legislation 

 



Thank you! 

Jennifer Atlee 

jennifer@buildinggreen.com 

802-257-7300 

 

www.leeduser.com 

www.buildinggreen.com 

www.greenbuildingadvisor.com 

BuildingGreen offices in the old Estey Organ Factory  

Brattleboro, VT 


