TURN GRANT Focus Areas

Green Building

Through our community grant programs we want to promote green building and the use of less toxic building materials in communities. This is a very exciting time to be focusing on promoting green building because awareness is growing rapidly and so many safer products are coming into market. We also have successful project models from Somerville and Springfield for other communities to replicate. Municipalities interested in promoting green building or environmentally preferable purchasing also have a great opportunity to educate and influence building policies in their communities.
There are many elements of green building such as daylighting and energy efficiency.  However, the focus of a TURI funded project must be about reducing the use of toxic materials. Some examples of indoor air pollutants of particular concern are: volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from products such as paints, finishes and adhesives. Another VOC, formaldehyde, used as part of the glue or adhesive in composite wood products (particleboard, hardwood plywood, and medium density fiberboard); preservatives in some paints, coatings on permanent press fabrics and draperies; and certain insulation materials is a concern because of its carcinogenicity, respiratory and immune system effects.  

Past TURN Project Links

To date we have sponsored two green building projects, a multi-year Springfield project researching and developing guidelines for a model green affordable house, and a community outreach project to raise awareness in Somerville to begin raising awareness. Read about how they structured their projects, what their accomplishments were and see their printed materials. 

Healthy Homes - Affordable Homes, a Green Building Education and Demonstration Project, A Project of Pioneer Valley Project, Springfield, 2003-2004

http://community.turi.org/household/PVPGreenBuilding.shtml
Lively Somerville - Green Building and Renovation Project, A Project of the City of Somerville Environmental Protection Office, 2004

http://community.turi.org/household/LivelySomerville.shtml
Green Building Resources

Green Building Information Clearinghouse

This is a digital library dedicated to comprehensive information resources on Green Building. At this moment this is a test site. You can however browse through the limited resources, its classification and also try advance search engine to get what you want on Green Building.
http://www.greenbuilding.us/library/
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is leading a national consensus for producing a new generation of buildings that deliver high performance inside and out. They have developed the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) Green Building Rating System - a rating system designed to accelerate the development and implementation of green building practices. http://www.usgbc.org/
California’s Collaborative for High Performance School’s (CHPS) goal is to facilitate the design of high performance schools: environments that are not only energy efficient, but also healthy, comfortable, well lit, and containing the amenities needed for a quality education. While many of the products are still California –based, this list gives an idea of the current hazards and emerging new products.
· Low-Emitting Materials Products List 
This table lists products that have been certified to meet Section 01350 -- the CHPS Low-Emitting Materials criteria -- for use in a typical classroom.

The general website is http://www.chps.net/
Also see our website for more resources and links. 

