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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


  
            Contact: Kathy Litchfield

May 22, 2008



 
        (413) 773-3830 or kathylitch29@yahoo.com

NOFA ORGANIC LAWN AND TURF COURSE

The NOFA Organic Land Care Program, a project of the Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA), will present the 4th annual NOFA Organic Lawn and Turf Course at UMass Dartmouth in Dartmouth, MA on August 19, 2008, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.
This one-day, intensive course will provide state-of-the-art information for managing lawns and turf organically and is geared toward land care professionals, groundskeepers and municipalities who are responsible for the establishment and care of grass, as well as anyone interested in learning organic methods.

The course will be taught by NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professionals, Donald Bishop of Gardens Are …in Marlborough, MA, Mike Nadeau of Plantscapes, Inc., Bill Duesing of Solar Farm Education in Oxford, CT (executive director of CT NOFA) and Chip Osborne of Osborne Organics and co-founder of the Living Lawn Project in Marblehead, MA, and by scientist Dr. Kimberly Stoner of the CT Agricultural Experiment Station.

The course will also include a one-hour case study of the conversion of athletic fields to organic management, conducted by Mike Nadeau and Bill Duesing, and plenty of time for Q&A and networking. Lunch and coffee/tea are provided. 
All course participants will receive a copy of the NOFA Organic Lawn & Turf Handbook: Beautiful Grass Naturally, which serves as the course manual. This 100-page comprehensive, practical and easy-to-use reference manual was written and edited by scientists and experts in the field of organic lawn and turf care, this book covers what landscapers, landscape designers, municipal staff and homeowners need to know to grow natural and organic lawns. Topics include: Why Organic? Site Analysis, Soil Health, Cultural Practices, Weeds, Insects, Diseases, Obtaining Materials and Equipment, Running a Business, Client Relations and much more.

We are working with GreenCAPE (the Cape Alliance for Pesticide Education) to provide the NOFA Organic Lawn & Turf Course to Cape landscapers and municipal employees. Our missions are similar -- to encourage non-toxic methods of caring for lawns, gardens, landscapes and athletic fields by educating about organic methods and suggesting alternatives to synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. 

For more information or to register, visit www.organiclandcare.net . Or, contact NOFA/Mass OLC Program Coordinator Kathy Litchfield at (413) 773-3830 or kathylitch29@yahoo.com.
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