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MASSACHUSETTS WASTE BANS

Commercial food waste

(threshold reduction to .5 ton/wk, effective Nov 1, 2022)

Effective Nov 1, 2022: Textiles & Mattresses (including box springs)

Cardboard & paper

Metal, glass, and plastic containers

Construction & demolition materials

Yard waste

For a complete list of waste ban materials: https://recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/

White goods

https://recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/


Reduce & Reuse (R&R) Working Group
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-reduce-reuse-rr-working-group

Recycling Market Development Workgroup
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-recycling-market-development-workgroup

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-reduce-reuse-rr-working-group
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-recycling-market-development-workgroup




Find-A-Recycler Tool

recyclingworksma.com



Find-A-Recycler Tool



Free Technical Assistance

Evaluate existing waste streams

Identify opportunities to prevent, recover, and divert waste

Empower employees through education and training

Create customized waste bin signage

Conduct cost analysis

Currently offering remote and in-person assistance



The Office of Technical Assistance (OTA)

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-technical-assistance-and-technology-ota



Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

Energy 

Recovery

Disposal



Today’s Topics

Manufacturing

Office

Wasted Food

Best practices, tools, and case studies!



Who is here today?

Name, title, and company



Single Stream Recycling

recyclingworksma.com/single-stream-recycling

recyclingworksma.com/single-stream-recycling




Preventing Recycling Contamination

Become a Recycle Smart MA Partner

https://recyclesmartma.org/become-a-partner/




recyclingworksma.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/RW-Plastic-Bag-Graphic.pdf



recyclingworksma.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Facility-Materials-Management-Plan.pdf





What are you doing to prevent unnecessary packaging?

Let’s discuss in breakout sessions!





Container 
Reuse



Reusable 

Containers



Reusable Pallets



Reusable Delivery Crates



Cardboard Gaylords 

Failed Load

Self-dumping hopper



Untold Brewing

Comprehensive recycling 
program

Reusable pallet wrap 

www.hinghamanchor.com

https://recyclingworksma.com/breweries-reduce-waste-through-

reuse-recycling-and-organics-diversion/



Preppy Puppy Bakery

Film Plastics



Preppy Puppy Bakery cont’d



Reuse outlets 

EcoBuilding Bargains 

Habitat for Humanity 

ReStores

C&D Materials

Deconstruction

Soft strip

Full deconstruction

https://recyclingworksma.com/reuse/building-materials/





Massachusetts Mercury Management Act 

prohibits disposal

FAC 110

Fluorescent Light Bulbs and 

Mercury-Containing Products

Universal Waste



Volume, fabric type,

Clean (stained is OK) and dry

Secondary Materials and 

Recycled Materials 

(SMART)

SwagCycle

Cyntex

HELPSY

Textile Reuse & 
Recycling

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-

to/materials-guidance/recycle-textiles/



Logistics

Leverage 

your 

business 

network

Share services 

and dumpsters

Think 

broadly



Difficult Materials

RubberMixed 

materials

Shrink wrap 

cores







Resinate

https://recyclingworksma.com/recyclingworks-spotlight-resinate/



Print Preview

Adjust font size or margins

Excel Sheet Fit To One Page

Double side print

Clear copy machine instructions to 

avoid mistakes

Digital versions

Paper Conservation



Furniture

The 

Furniture 

Trust

Reuse 

Marketplace

The Wish 

Project

https://recyclingworksma.com/furniture-and-equipment-reuse-guidance/



Electronics

Secondary market

Recycling

Donation

FAC 110

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-

to/materials-guidance/recycle-electronics/



Workplace Events & Catering

Planning for catering events What to do with leftovers

https://recyclingworksma.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Tips-for-Waste-

Reduction-at-Workplace-Events-1.pdf 



Breakroom Food Waste Reduction

Reducing bin contamination



APPROACHES 
TO ADDRESSING WASTED FOOD



Cost savings

Waste tracking

Meal planning

Food purchasing and 

Procurement

Storage

recyclingworksma.com/source-reduction-guidance

Source Reduction

Guidance

recyclingworksma.com/source-reduction-guidance


Quality Control

Minimizing losses during production

Maintaining equipment

Using proper packaging



Waste Tracking and 
Audits 



Steps to take to establish a food 
donation program 

Identify

Identify the types 
and amounts of 

food to be donated

Partner

Identify partner 
organizations in 
your area with 
which to work

Determine

Determine 
packaging, storage, 

and labeling 
requirements to 

ensure food safety

Logistics

Determine how 
food will be 

transported as well 
as pick-up 

frequency and 
quantities

https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/



recyclingworksma.com/massdep-sites-accepting-diverted-food-material

https://recyclingworksma.com/massdep-sites-accepting-diverted-food-material


Packaged Food Waste

recyclingworksma.com/depackagers-in-massachusetts

https://recyclingworksma.com/depackagers-in-massachusetts


Food Scraps Source 

Separation Guidance

Collect for composting, animal 

feed, or anaerobic digestion

Container placement and color 

coding

Clear signage

Easily accessible and available 

bins

Good housekeeping practices

recyclingworksma.com/source-separation-guidance

https://recyclingworksma.com/source-separation-guidance


Use estimator tools to 

guesstimate container needs

Work with your hauler

Different container considerations 

for indoor and outdoor storage

Best practice: check for 

contamination

Training tools

Outdoor/Indoor Storage

recyclingworksma.com/equipment-for-collecting-trash-recycling-and-food-waste

https://recyclingworksma.com/equipment-for-collecting-trash-recycling-and-food-waste/


Know Your Waste

Create and Adjust Contracts

Comply with Waste Disposal 

Bans and Other Regulations

Communicate Effectively

recyclingworksma.com/hauler-contracting-bmp

Hauler Contracting & 

Equipment Guidance

https://recyclingworksma.com/hauler-contracting-bmp/


Signage and Training Tools

recyclingworksma.com/about-recyclingworks/get-help-recycling

https://recyclingworksma.com/about-recyclingworks/get-help-recycling/


LesserEvil

All popcorn scraps

are composted



Worked with RecyclingWorks to set up a food waste 
separation program for composting

Great hauler/generator relationship

America’s Food Basket/CERO

https://recyclingworksma.com/americas-food-basket-supermarkets/



https://recyclingworksma.com/resource-management-contracting-for-waste-services/



Preppy Puppy Bakery



Case Studies

America’s Food Basket, Boston

Untold Brewing, Scituate

River Valley Co-op, Northampton

Whole Foods Market, Medford

Hannaford, Stop & Shop, Whole Foods Market

Ocean Spray

https://recyclingworksma.com/americas-food-basket-supermarkets/
https://recyclingworksma.com/breweries-reduce-waste-through-reuse-recycling-and-organics-diversion/
https://recyclingworksma.com/recyclingworks-spotlight-river-valley-co-op/
https://recyclingworksma.com/food-donation/
https://recyclingworksma.com/supermarkets-stepping-up-recovery-of-wasted-food/
https://recyclingworksma.com/ocean-spray-partners-with-terracycle-to-reduce-packaging-waste/


THANK YOU!

Heather Billings
heather.billings@cetonline.org

Abbey Massaro
abbey.massaro@cetonline.org

info@recyclingworksma.com

888-254-5525

www.recyclingworksma.com

mailto:heather.billings@cetonline.org
mailto:abbey.massaro@cetonline.org

