A public health message from
The Marblehead Board of Health

SPRING ALERT

Does your child know

what this sign means?

Do you know that children
are uniquely vulnerable to
pesticide exposure?

The Marblehead Board of Health urges
parents to teach their children to
recognize the yeliow signs signaling that
pesticides have been applied to property
as a WARNING to keep off the grass.
Furthermore, to avoid unnecessary
j exposure to these toxins, the Marblehead
Board of Health recommends that
homeowners adopt organic gardening and
landscaping techniques, and an

*“htegrated pest management
(IPM) approach to all
¥ pest-reiated problems.

ost young children are unaware of the meaning of
M these pesticide warning flags. And many parents

are unaware that lawn chemicals can cause
serious acute and jong-term heatth problems, espacially in
children. Due to a variety of physioiogic and age-related

factors, children are uniquely vulnerable to the harmful
effects of pesticides.

These toxic chemicals can be inhaled, absorbed

through the skin, brought into the house on shoes
and toys, and inadvertently swallowed by putting unwashed
hands into the mouth. Pesticides on the market today have
never been tested with children’s health concerns in mind,

ccording to the U.S. Environmental Protection
AAgency, “All pesticides are toxic to some degree.

The commonplace, widespread use of pesticides is
both a major environmental problem and a public health
issue. And most pesticides — despite having an EPA

registration — have not been adequatsly tested to determine
their effects on people or the environment®.?

hoose not to use pesticides. Join the movement to
protect our children’s health.

P esticides by their very nature are designed to paison,

If you would like additional information about pesticides,
IPM and organic lawn and garden cars, please contact the
Marblehead Pesticide Awareness Committes (MPAC) at
639-8983 or the Marblehead Board of Health at 631-0212.
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